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CHnrrsToPHER CLETHEROW:, Lord 
Maior'of "the hondutable City of Lowdey 


whoſe dignity and proſperity, God _ 
long. continue. . 


as Hat it. pleaſed your. Honowr. 
0 SCE ; Sl 70 defire,may it pleaſe you al-. 


) I bavenoother - 

=] plea, nor otber bopes nor- 

1 4. Ft» Weanes fo find grace in your 
eyes ( ſecing | am a ſtranger,) but only for that + 
Grace's {ake,wbich is tbe theamand ſubje&,the - 

pitb and marrow of my text,;- In a word there- 
fore, 4s Iacob prayed beartily for bi ſons,when. - 
they went to preſent themſelves before loſeph, 
ed Tg Az. Gen... 
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2 Comin r= 
My Grace ts ſufficient ſor thee« 


{ 
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» T is well knowne that this San: 


p LF 1 


24,99 4ay,and ſome ofthe teſt that are 
Ok Jane LOOne Ns commonly cal- 
FIZ, led inour Liturgy by the name 
fre? OtdAtvent-fundayes,as youwould 
S279 lay in plaine Engliſh Comming 
D Seandajes. And wot you whytbe= _ 
: nkfully celebrate and ſolem- 
nize the bleſſed time and memory, of our Saviours 
comming .to us in the fleſh, and- his arrivall from 
dcavenin this vale ofamiſery. 15 avy man defire a 
nity CO, CW _ DO. 


: = By. - 
macs, 
a. £* 


_ 


reaſon why we celebrate the comming of our Sav'». * 


together unſuitable and impertinent<o the time. . 


| thier external ; the one he termethrthe Thorne in 


our it ſo ſolemne, ſo ſacred, ando ſetled a manner, .. 
being;gorie and paſt 1600. Feares' agoe * Saint 
Tohn hath given me an anſwer to my hand, Bec1uſe | 
race and irmth came by teſus Chriſt ,10b.1.17.When 
clus Chriſt came fromthe boſome of his Father, 
he came not empty-handed, nor unprovided : but 
brought Trwb and Grace into the world with'him :- 
Truth to dire us to heaven, and Grace to deliver us 
from. hell : and that's a Congiary that deſerves. 
commemoration to the:worlds end... If any man 
ſhall yer: further inquire, what is this Gyece to us 2+ 
or what are wee the better for the Grace that hee 
brought © For that my text will reſolve you, and. 


_ make it evidently appeare unto you, that Chriſt is 


no niggard of his Grace, neither doth he keepe it to- 
himſclte (as Nabal did his viRuals) but doth graci-, 
ouſly impart it, and-mercifully beſtow it, ſo much 
upon evarypne, as he.ſeeth in. his wildome to bee: 
enough and ſufficient for him. Ay Grace & ſuffici-- 
ext for thee, And let that ſuffice tor the occaſion . 
and choyce of ny text, that it is not 74%: not% 


- Come we now to the Text it ſelf, which is no- 


_ thingelſe but The 0racltyf God; or Gods owne im | 


Heaven, for the comfort and ſatisfaQtion. of his 

poore diſtrefſed:Suppliant here on earth, Fur thus - 

{tood the caſe, log Y | 
Our Apoſtle at this time was puniſhed with two I} * 
Range and Rrong afflitions, the one internall, the ll .c 
4 


| 

| 

| 

mediate voyce, notdifdaining to utter it ſelfe from © | 
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4hefleſh, the ocher the Aeſenger of Satan that buf. 


' feted him. By that ſame 9oxiac4 is meg, Thorne or 
ſplinter in the-fleſh. I ſuppoſe. hee did meane his 
owne concupilcence, his owne corryption and-luſt, 
- which 1s as painfull and vexatious toa tender ſoule, = 
as a thorne in the hand, or a ſplinter under the © 


nayle, is irkeſome and grievous tothe tender ficſh. 
By that Ayy4>05 oxriv, the meſſenger, or the angell 
of Satan, muſt needs bee underſtood the Devils 


temptation; for before that wicked one come him. 


{clfe, hee ſends his Meſſenger or his Angell before 
him to make way for his entertainement, and as Z- 
liſha ſaid of the King of 1ſraels man which was ſerit 
to behead him, 2 Reg. 6. 32. 1s #0t the ſound of bis 
Maſters feet behinde him ? {0 beleeve it, whenſoever 
an evill temptation, or a temptation to evill doth 
come before, the devill himſelfe who is the maſter 
and:maker of it is not farre behinde. Now marke 
how-this evill angell uſed, or ratherabuſed S. Paul; 
the Text ſaith, He fell foule upon him,and buffeted 
bis now you know that buffeting is a malicious 
&Joyned with violence, or a violent aR joyned 
with malice, and it fignifics unto us, what a malici- 
ous minde the Devill beares to Gods eſpeciall 1cr- 
yants ; if he cannot by faire meanes'entice, and al- 
lure, and inveagle them to finne; if God will give 
him leave, he will fall upon them by foule meanes, 
even wazgi/e tO buffctthem, andenforce them in 


a manner to fin againſt God and their owne ſoules. 
| Thus ſorely was our poore Apoſtle haunted, thus 

.cruelly-was he handled, both with venemous cor- 
 xyptions within; and with violent temptations 
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f- | CheOricle of Gel, Here 2 
withont, ſo that neither inwardly, nor outwardly :- 
hee could bee free orar liberty to enjoy' himſelfe 
and his God :* Whereupon (ſaith the Text) He be- . 


ſoueht the Lord thrice, that they might depart from-. 


him; all his defire, all his prayer to God ' was, to. 
be rid of theſe annoyances. Now marke the at« | 
ſwer, and obſerve the Oracle of Almighty God, 
Juſt as ſome $kilfull Phyfitian, when his Patient: 
i a feaver calls for drinke, gives him a firrope, or 
ſome conſerve, and ſo quencheth his thirſt in a bet«' I | 
eter kinde, than drinke could doe : ſodealtthe Lord. BF « 
with Pal,” who was now in a ſpirituall feaver, and- I + 
cryes out amaine, (as it were for drinke) that is, for Il « 
ſome preſent refreſhing, and releaſe of his punith- I 1 
ment. God ſeemes to take no notice of that, but'll t 
quencheth kis ſoules thirſt in a better kinde, gives. | « 
him a ſpiritual conſerve,endues-him witthisGrace, Ml 1 


and let that content thee (ſaith God) let thar ſuffice I / 
thee; for thar, even that alone is.cntirely enough. C 
and ſufficient for jr "I X C 
"My Grace #[affitient for thee. + Wl 
From which paſſage of Gods providence(before MY 5; 
Icome to particulars) give me leaye to commend h 
udtd you this briefe obſervation in generall : vc; w 


That if after af-our prayers, afterall ourenttcatics I fc 
and immportunities* with God for private-and/parti- El th 
eblar favours and mercies ;:;as for healttrin time of Wl h; 
fickneſſe, for cafe intimie of paine, for reſt-and deli- I ni 
veratice in'the time of trouble. and afflition +} L 


Though God ſhould ſeere to taken notice of us, © ar 


but deny or with-hold all theſe things from us ; it I th 
tie doe bir condeſcend unto us in this one thing < pi 
Ee 


The Oracleef God, WW 
he did to'Saint Paul) if hedoe burvouchfafe us his 
Grace, SUmman. why wes ne / Wee have as 
muchas heart can with, wee have that which is in 
ſtead , or in liew of all the-reſt; 'As the'Jewes 
write of their Mawneb, thatit had in it Omye deles 
Hamentuws, all:manner of delighefull 'taſtes, and. 
was inſtead of bread; in ſtead of meate, iri ftead of - 

all kindes of dainty fare; ſo-may it traly bee affir- 
med: of the Grace-of God', that" it is' in fead of 
health, in ſtead: of wealth., in ſtead of all other 
carthly bleſſings whatſoever::{o thatas amin thar 
walkes inthe Sunne, never lookes nor regards whe- 
ther the Moone orthe Starres ſhine or no. becauſe 
he hath no need of their light: ſo hee that enjoyeth 
the light of Gods countenance; that hath the Grave - 
of God toe befriend and beftead him;needs care the 
leſle for theſe inferiour commodities; theſe Bore - 

ſeabeli (as the Fathers call-them) theſe:goods' of 

Gods Foot-ſtoole'; becauſe; if he-haverhem nor, . 
God will ſo provide he ſhall have no need of them. 
In#word then, if thou wert put to thy choiſe, as 

BY Salowen once was-, to aske any-one thing at the 
'W hands of God,/and to- have promiſe of-acceptanice; 

© what ſhould tharone thing'be e 'wouldit thon aske - 

© for riches, or pleaſure; or long life, 8c © Alas, alt 

El theſe things thou mayſt have, (as many-a man hath - 

Wl had) and be'never the holyer; never the-happier, 

ll never the higher. in Gods 2&count- and' favour : 

:Þ Leave therefore all theſe things'to' Gods diſpoſall 

, ©} anddiſpenſation ; let God doe with thee for thele 

{ things what ſcemeth good in his owne eyes ; - but. 

$Þ pitch thou thy heart, and the deſire of thy ſoule 
B. 3. . upon: 
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s © Theorhefon,. 


upon that Y'aicure neceſſarium, thatone thing neceſs. 
fary (which-our Saviour ſpeakes of ) in compariſon | 
whereof all other things in the world are needleſle 
and ſupexfluous,I meane upon the Grace of God,and 
nothing elſe ;- and in thy daily: prayers.to Almigh-. 
ty God, :let this evermore be: the maine of thy re-. 
queſts. Whatſoever thon denyeft me for other things, 


Lord, grant me thy Grace, and it is ſufficient. 


| My Grace # ſufficient for thee. 

.. Qut of which! words I ſhall endeayour fo ſhew | 
you foure remarkable points, perhaps not unwor- 
thy your obſervation. x. The meaning of the word- 
x<«e45, Or what is meant by the Grace here ſpoken 
of. 2. The Author or the owner of this Grace, 
whole it is, and to whom it doth of right belong, 
and that is to God, as the next word implyes, xa 
pu, My Grace. 3. The cthcacie or vertue of this 
Grace, what itprofiteth, and-wherteunto it availeth, 
and thats. expreſt inthe-word 29s; itis ſufficient 3 
and therein I ſhall ſhew you, how; and wherein the 


ſufficiency of Gods Grace doth confiſt, 4. The 


Application of this Grace, or the bringing of it 
home to the conſcience and ſoule.of each belee- 

ving Chriſtian, and that I gather -out of the laſt Wt: 
word, 9 that God doth not ſay in generall a; 
mir My Grace ts ſufficient for «f{; nor in ſpeciall 
Eexet mots; MY Grace i ſafficient, for many ; but in 


particular; '@pxrg22; My Grace & ſufficient for #bee, 


and ſo for: me, and ſo for every one upon whom 


; God in mercy Is pleaſed to, beſtow Ir, CAT ak, 


7a uy My Grace (ſaith God) As ſa ficient | # iT 
# 4 Gs \ : | 24 bo: Of | 
Wn: 1 of 


The oracleaffeud, +5 


| Oftheſe in their orderas briefly and effeQually,; 
as God and his good Spirit hath'enabled me; and 
firſt of the meanirig of the-word 4u;;;, or what is 
meant by thegrace here ſpoken of. OP LTA8 
By the grace of God (in fewwords) I conceive 
to be meant nothing elſe but the favour and'good 
will of God; that which'the Schoolemen terme: 
Complacentiam Det, the well-pleaſedneſſe of God : 
the ſame which the Scripture calleth Zacem facies; - 
the light of Goas countenance, P[al. 67. 1. Becauſe + 
as God is ſaid to frowne and bend his browes upon 
thewicked traine, P/a/.-34. ſo on the contrary, hee 
ſcemes to-ſmile (as it were) and to looke amiably 
and lovingly; and lightſomely-upon all-theny that 
are in grace and favour with him. Itis an uſuall 
expreſſion among us to ſay, ſuch a one is in'great 
orace with the King, or in great grace at the Courr,' 
we meane, hes in great favour there. And it is a 
phraſe no lefle uſuall in Seripture, Ger. 6.8. Noah 
fiund grace in the fight of God, 1, e, hee foimd favour 
in his fight; and God Almighty faith of Moſes 
Ex0d.33.12.-Inveniftt gratiam coram me, Thou haſt 
found grace in my fieht, 3. e. favour andgood accep-' . 
tance : And ſothe Angel greets the blefſed Virgin, 
Lake 1. 2.8. Feare n0t Mary, Inveniſti gratiam, Thii - 
haſt found grace, 1. e. thou art highly favoured of 
the Lord. So that the gue of God, and the fa- 
vour of God are(as Iofeph ſaid of Pharaohs dreames) 
both one and'the ſame. Now the thing that I muſe 
uponis this, that the grace and fayour of God is 
thus often, if not alwayes expreſt in the Bible, ſab - 
termino inveniend}, under the name-and terme-of : 
finding ' 


Ia rom» a0 S200 0. C2 9. 9 Len 


bod £ It is not ap no - ae and Moſer, | 

and fayour with God, but #nvenergns,they found it: | 
+  - this phraſe doth certainely ſeeme toimply ( as 0- = 
_* Jleefter well obſerves) that the grace and favour of 
-God is ſometimes found, as a poore man findes a 
treaſure, or a bag of gold, non indyſtria, ſtd caſh ; 
not. by any induſtry or paines-taking for it, but 
meerely by caſualty and Gods providence in ir, As 
-when Joſephs brethren found their money in their 
ſackes.mouthes, it inriched them, and-it r-viſhed 
them too, with wonder and admiration, Ger. 42. 
2, in like manner., when a poote diſconſolate 
wretch , ſhall without -all deſert, and beyond all 
.expeRation, -finde a ſenſible experiment of Gods 
favourable goodnefſe towards him $ how can hee 
-chuſe, but even bleſfſe himſclfe, and-fſay, Lord, 
what am I that ſuch a favour ſhould be caſt upon 
-me ! Ina word, as Tacob anſwered his aged father 
when hee queſtioned him about the matter of his 
«veniſon, Ges. 27, 20. How it that they haſt found 
- #t ſo quickly my ſanne? (ſaith he) Becauſe the Lord thy. 
.God bronght it to my hand, Inlike fort, if any ſhall 
ſeeme to queſtion the matter,how it-comes to paſſe 
that ſome one man findeth favour and riſeth to pre- 
ferment ſo eafily and ſo quickly over that ſome 0- 
thers doe, which fo our thinking deſerves it better, 
\ Juprompts. r4iie, the Lord their God brings it to 
their hand : when God'brings a blefling to hand, 
the labouris not long to finde it. But that by the 
I ſhall heretake occaſion to reſolve you of two 
queſtions, 


_ TheOrtele of Gol. - $24 
. queſtions, which doe offet themſelves to yotreon = 
derationz thefirſt is this,' when aman wan the 
' grace andfavourof God; how ſhall hed6etofinde 
* the ſecond 15 like unto it, when\a man bath 
found Gods grace and/favour at his need, how ſhall 
hee doetokeepe if, that hee doe not forfeit" it, nor 
_ it againe ? I will anſwer you forboth, ina 
Words | ; 
Poſt thou'want the Grace of God, and faine 
- 3008 finde it'?- Thon miſt "doe two things 
or its ITY EET 

Firſt, thou muſt” deprecier? teipfum (itis Tertal- 
Hans word) thou nid rage and diſprace, thon 
muſt humble and abaſec thy ſelfe before the face of 
. God: for if that bee true which our Saviour ſaith, 
Ivh, 10. 35. nom poieſt ſolo} ſcripture, The Scripture = 
cannot bee broken : then no man living can finde 
Grace with God, but he that isfrucly humble (for 


God reſiſteth the proud and giveth grace to the 
humble) Let one example ſerve for all, and ir is2 


ſeaſonable one for this time: that of the bleſſed 

Virgin, of whom'wee ſpake before: The Angel 
told her(as you have heard). that ſhee was £ae 
wir, highly or extraordinarily. in favour with 
God, for indeed ſhee had ſuch grace,as never mor- 
tall woman had the like with God, to bee made 
$*onzos, the Mother of God;and to beare himin her 
body, who in his bedy bare away the finnes of all 
the world; to give her owne Saviour ſucke s it 
wasSa favour beyond expreſhon : well, but whence 
camethis to pafſe that the Virgin Mary found this 
favour with God rather cd other "Tn 
| | | e 


-. 


# T he Oracle of God. 
Iſnael4::no-doubt (a5 our Saviour ſaid in; anothay, 
caſe) many widdewes were in Iſrael in the dayes of B- 

Tizens, but 20 mone was the Prophet ſent, ſave onely.c6. _ 


the widow of Sareptab 5:$0, many Virgins were in 


Iſrael,ja the dayes of the, Yirgin-Atory, yer.to none; = 


was the-Angel ſent, but-to-her onely : 'And why 
to her.;- and-not, to them? :ſhee that knew-it beſt, 
oives the: reaſon herſclfe in her Magnificat which 


we daily read 4M ſoule doth mognifie the Lord; and © 


my ſpirit. hath Tejoyced in God my Savioar ;; tor. 
__ Reſpexit humilizatems ( faith ſhee) Hee hath 
regarded the lowlineſſe of his hand-maiden, 'It was 


not {gpen for her lovelineſſe, but it was for her lowli- 


neſle z;;notfor her handſgmeneſle. but for her hum-, 
blenefiaibardts found -ſuch,grace and favour with 
God. above her fellow Vugins.:, Ocher-Virgins 
there, might bee that were. as. chaſte as ſhee, as 
beantfull as ſhee,, and farre. mote weakby and gay 
thei ſhe was; but no Virginin 1/*ael, nor.inall the 


world, was ſo humble nor ſo lowly as ſhe wasz/and: 


this; was the pnely materia ſiruende miſericordie, 
QutI may fo ſpeake); the matter, that, Gods mercy: 


had to worke.upon.z, that , that .onely., was the. 


foundation and ;ground-worke of all the grace and 


favourthat ſhe found with:God., Inlike manner, if. 


thou doſt deſitetto bee partaker of the ſame mercy, 
to finde favour with God as-ſhee did, thou, muſt al-. 


ſobe parker of the ſame humility, thou muſt bee. 
humble and lowly as ſhee. was: doe as Benhadads: 
ſervants didto Ahab, 1 Reg. 20.31, We haveheard: 
{lay they) 1444 the K ings of Iſrael are mercifall kings, 


let 16 got then and put [acksloth upon our loynes, and. 
v6h OS 8 Oe AIG. BWV JAG Ry Oper2 POD OAT OJ 
oy ropes: 
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Theor of Cl © Iy 
repes:up0n Our heads, and'ſb banble our ſelves before 
him, peradoentaie wee ſou fnefarou with tim 
that we fhall not diebut live: $0 thouhaſt heard that 
the God of 1ſrael is a-mercifull God, ftand not then 
upon termes of caſe or ſtate if thou loveſt thy ſelfe, 
but goe arid humblethy ſelfe-unts him , proftrite 
thy ſelfe before him, pray atd ſeek& his face inthe 
lowlieſt, the dejeRedſi;” the devoteſt manner that 
poſſibly thou canſt expreſſe both with thy body 
and with thy ſoule, and { beleeve it for atruth-)'if 
any thing under heaven bring thee ſhfo favoar with 
the God of Heaven, thar will doet; depreciare ve- 


R o 


irſuws, to diſparage thyſelf, 

. Secondly, thou-muſt 'Hppropriare: Chriflume ; 
thou muſt appropriate Chriſt unto thy ſelfe;; thou 
muſt ſhrowd thy ſelfe under thy Saviours wings, 
thoumuſt ſue to God under his proteion and pa- 
fronape, and as the Hrrodians, 4:12 made friend- 
ſhip witty #/4ff the Kings Chamberlaine to helpe 
 theminto favour with Herod; ſo'muſt thou make 
friendſhip with Jeſus Chriſt, for it is heeand onely | 
he that can helpe thee into grace and favour with 
thy God.” Gratificavit: #0538 dileFv (ſaith the A- 
poſtle, Epheſ. 1.6.) Hee hath brought pak rom. or 
hee hath madeus accepted''ih his beloved Sonne. - 
Gratiam pro Gratia ( ſaith Saint 10hnelſewhere, 20h. 
1.16.) Weehave received Grace for Grace's thatis,' 
for the Grace and favour that Chriſt hath with 


; } God, wee allo arereceived intograce and favour 
"MH with him: For otherwiſe, 'as 'Ebfhs told the King 


I of 1/rael;,2\Reg. g. 14. 45 the Lord liveak were 
= #4 n0t that't regardihe preſence of tehoſaphat, I wonld 
04; SH net 


73 | ; I 
u8t looke toward thee, ner ſee thee. So. ands onr 
ſuch: wile-bo- 
xe rightly cermes-us;. who ſhall * 
© bodies) I meane ſo \foule and. ſo - 
full of corruption and luſt and finne, ſoodious and 
aborinable inthe holy: cyes of God i-that.as the 
Lord liveth, were it not that God doth regard the 
perſen, the preſence and the prayers by Jeſus - 


The Oracleaf Gods 


caſe mich Gods bo ne qur. ſelves 
dies (as the A 
change: our YI 


Chriſt our true Jehoſaphat, he would not looke to 


us nor lee us; burths (ssheſaith timfelfe,). Thy | 


# my beloved Son in whors I am wellpleaſed;:(There 


come we into favour) and marke, that he.doth not 


ſay, This is my beloved Sanaewhich pleaſeth mee 


well; but-in, whem-lam/well leaſe, which in- 


timaes a further matter.unto.us 3:namely, that,our 
bleſſed SaviourFoth not onely'pleaſe God his Fa- 


ther, for his owne-part, bue-that God in him, and 


for his ſake is wellpleaſed even with:them that are 


ia-themſelves (as the Prophet ſpeakes): even veſ+ | 
ſch wherein there: is ar oh Er.22. 28." Thou 


therefore thatdeHreſt toget into favour-with thy 


God, flatter notthy ſelfe inthy owne eyes, thinke | 


not that Gogh will accept:thee- for. 


ther) Owne! 


fon,or for any-ather pexfſondll qualeies\or abilities | 
that ace in thee. but. as -Zecob: ſhrouded himſelfe 


under the garents of hisclder' brother, and by 


thy elder brother in Heaven; 1meane, as the Apo- 


Ale ſpraket, Zabtur oe fiundaf God, n0t hawing- 
eaaſneſſe, but the Pabeeyeri by 


counts: Saz-as — —— Mihi vew-. 


dic 7 


that.mranes gothim:the bleſiog of bis Father ; ;:10- : 
d> thou. -3eug w {clie-under the: garments of F 


Thr Orackof 0d, £þoR > ny 

vendies Chriftum, pines Teſinns ; ER 

thy'parr, ſtand thou for thy rightin' JelnCtits 

te ttatdinra Proteins, fomke 

tion before God and the world, that thor he hopeſt | 
y the merits”, 2h by by 


_ | WON marry, not any merits or: deſerts 

't 

theſpirit, by: the death, and by the Blo6d of Teſas + 
Clriſe,' This is another infalli ible way for a man ts | 
finde the'Grace'and Favour of God;'that wanteth - 
it; 2ypropriaye CiMflums,, to pet in inteteſt into 
Gods betoved Sontie, vir deare and preciots $a- 
viour. 

_ +12, Now for the ſecond queſtion; Haſt thon - 
found the favour of God, and faine wouldft |. = 
it? Thow muſt ofdoravar; tr is the Apbftles owne - - 


ward, Gal. 2.14.) Thou muſt walke with a right - 


foorto God-wards 'ot as 7ohn Boptift expreſſeth 
itin other —_— +thoynuft Rebfs facere ſeriltas 5 
= je row Lo dh frag sfraigbt's the meaning i is, Thou + 
8 nuft binde thy felfe'to the good behaviour unto - 
Cod, thoutmuſt reſolve againſt 7 fine and evill, and 
ſet thy ſclfe conſtanitly, carefully ,- fineetely 6 to - 
walke with God; {o' fatre forth as frailty ſhall per- 
mirthee, fo that though there fall out many TE 

I current infirmitics inthe courſe of thy life, for a 
MW man art ella in bono tthnere 078 col} ere, - 
ij > her duſt and ſoy leevenina gone ey yetletit + 
| penerall diem dehrof ty Sho no-. 

-4 thing, willingly fo finne 
"thing to pleaſe him, nd rye to 
; yy which if thou doſt, ce 


oe of SR. OV We et Po PE I 2 £ 


rove th ſelfe wits 
at will f oy 
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»d no good thing will bee with-hold fromthens that 
walke aprightly with bim, The Scriptyxe faith of 
Enoch, that hee was Reptue a facie malitle, ſnarcht 

as it were) out of this wicked world, as a brand. is 
Cnche out of the fire and ſaved from burning ; that = 
is, Hee was tranflated alive from earthinto Hea- 
ven, and never felt, nortaſted of death: This (you 
will ſay) was. an extraordinary favour of God, but 
what might ,bee the reaſon of it 2: Aoſes tells us, | 
Gey. 524+ it was becauſe Hee walked with God; 
the Apoftle commenting upon it, Heb,11.5 faith, it 
was becauſe He pleaſed God fongominery(ts the word) 
which fignifies , Hee gave God content, or kept 
Gods fayour and'good will; ſo then, the way to! 
keepe Gods fayourand good will,is to pleaſe Gog, 
and give him content ;- ahd the way-to.doe that, is 
to walke with God as Enoch did. But what doth 
Moſes meane by walking with 'God,, how may that 
be done © dnſw. Generally, Aman may':then-be 
ſaid to walke with God, when he leads his life in: 
ſuch a way as God doth beſt accept,- in the way: 
of Godlineſſe. and Honeſty,,, in the. way; of 

temperance and, ſobriety, .in-the way of diligence: 
and induſtry 3 when a man hath a minde 0n God in; 
all his waycs, and deſires Gods proteRion and, 


”- 


conduQ toguide his feete into the way of. peacc.: 


Sg * 


This'is, in.a. encrall ſenſe and; acceptance to: 


»# 


walke with God'mote particularly z A man is then 
ſaid in proper fenſe to walke with God, when hee; 
walkes with none clſc but God ; as 1/aack did when: 
hee ſequeſtred; himſelfe, and went out alone; into! 
the fields (o meditate and.to pray;Gen.40.69,(The: 
word 


. The oratlevf Gid., © = 
word ($#4cb) fignifietf both; ther went heoutro = 
_ walke with God: And indeed there is no ſucti 
time for a man to converſe with God, and (as the 
phraſe is in 19 ) to acquaint himfelfe/ with the: 
Lord; as\when hee is ſolitary, private, and alone: 
If anything grieve a man; or lye heavieupon his - 
conſcience, when he is:4/ove, he may freely diſ: 
burden his heart into tkeboſome of God: Ifa man 
have faulted any way, or done amiſle for want of 
good take-heed, when he'is 4love; hee may freely 
and fully bewaile and bemone, and even beſhrew 
and ſhrive himfſeclfe unto the Lord his God. If a 
man want aty good thing thats requiſite and neceſ- 
ſary either for the body or the ſoule, when hee is 
Alone, he hath free and full opportunity to beg and - 
to entreat if,” to win and to'obtaine it at the hand of 
God. No ſuch time fora man to reconcile him-' 
{elfe ; and' to make his owne attonement and his 
_ peacewith'God,' as when hee is Aloe; Ina word 
then, if thou doſt defire to keepe the favour of the = 
Lord, and toabide in his grace and his good: will z 
doe as 1/aack did; take: one turne with thy God e- 
very day'thou riſeſt ; ſteale away from thy earthly 
 occafions (as our Saviour -ſtole' away fron his 
carthly Parents). to doe the: buſinefle of thy hea- | 
venly. Father,” oras the Apoſtles word, 2 Pet.3. 9. 
Xaqoes ty pireror; to tetireand repent. Let no day 
« paſlethee without ſome commerce and confetence 
with thy God; and (beleceve ity if there bee any - 
meanes inthe world:to faſten and rivet the favour . 
of God:unto thy ſoule, that will doc it; tg)omges:to 
walke:aright with'God: . 
> 04 MDT _— ET. I have: 


s \The oracleef Grd. 4 
:] have done with the firſt: geveral{ part. of my 
Text concerning the meaning of the ward 4.'4icy or _ 
what is meant by the Grace here ſpoken of : Come © 
 wenowto the ſecond, and that is the Author and _ 
Owner ofthis Grace, expreſt in the next word. (p) 
_ Godclaimes.it 23 his owne pecultar)and calls it by 
_ a terme of propriety , My Grace, to ſhew that none 
hath todoe withthe diſpenſing of that but himſelfe 
Now if you marke the courſe of Scripture, you - 
ſhall obſerve that there is not any thing which be- 
longs to man, but in one place orotherGod claimes 
it for his owne. Though he hath given the earth to 
rhe Children of men, yet hath hee not alienated it 
from himſelfe, but that ſtill, 76e Barth & the Lords, 
and the fulneſſe thereof + whatſoever fulnceſle the- 
earth affords us,whether it be Fields full of Corne, 
Folds full of Sheepe,Orchards full of Fruit, Tables: 
full of Meate, &c. all theſe fulneſſes are'the Lords, | 
who openeth hi hand, and filleth all things living with 
plenteouſneſſe. And not onely the carthin generall 
and the fulneſle thereof, but the very Cattell and 
Beaſts of the carth, areallthe Lords roo: P/al.50.' 
10, Ab the Beaſts of the Forreſt are mine ({aith God) 
_ and fo are the Catiell.upen 4 thoaſand Hills, The: 
Beaſts ofthe Forreſt (we knowJare fere natare, of 
a;wilde uotuly natute, 'they know no-Maſter, -ac-. 
knowledge no awner, are infubjeRionto no kee-/ 
pers yet becauſe the Lord takes: care of them ,--. 
gircs:them their being, and-provides then their:: 
tood, therefore dathihe juſtly claime them: forhis* 
- -owne, and faith, (41 the Beafts of the Forreſt" are 
"AGO | | wine) 
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hilts; whether they be icepe orgoatesz Neate or 
 Fowle there's:no man living bath any right /unts 
- themiipot catth; buthe holds icincop/te, and hath 
his righefrom the God of Heaven. - q 

- Notonly:foz butthevery.Corne in our Barnes, 
the 'Wihe th:our Cellars; ' the-Wooll: upon. Gur 
Sheepes backes, the Lord Tlaimes for hisowne, as 
= may ſec, Hoſ..2. 8, 9. For God beftowes his 
bleſſings; asthe Sunne. doth his beames, in ſuch a 
manner, rey: 477e org upon himſcife af- 
ter he hath. beſtowed them. "Nay to-come necrer 
yet, the very money thatis in our purſesor coffers, 
whether we keepeit cloſeto hatcha purchaſe, or 
put it out, as the Lion puts out his claw to rend and 
oripe the poore needy borrower ; whereſoever 
God findes it, hee claimes it for his owne;Hag.2.8. 
The Silver and the Gold i& mine; and as little con- 
ſcience as men'make of theirgaines, they muſt one 
day beaccountable totheLord, How they got it, 
howthey uſed it, and how they waſted it. All this 
istolet us underſtand to whom wee are beholden 
for our Lands, for our goods, and for whatſoever 
elſe we inherit or injoy in-this world, cven to the 
Father of lights, (as 74es termeth him, a pe 
from whom both Seosy and ts enjuns both gifts ani 

oods, and all deſcend unto us z therefore as in the 

crifices of old, whoſoever had thefleſh, God had 
the fat; ſo whoſoever hath the goods of this world, 
let God have the glory, for his they are, and from 
him we have and hold them. 


Butthere'is one thing inmy Text, for which we 
| D_ 2c 


af —Theoraleford: © Þ 
are more beholding to God, then for allthe reſt; | 
and that is for H# Grace, other things though they | 


bs 


come originally from God, yetthey come mediate- 


1y by the meanes of other inſtruments, by Parents 
or Friends, or BenefaRors ;- but Grace.1s a'thing 


that comes ſolely ,andonely;and immediatelyifrom._ 
God 3 as there was no cornetobe had in:Eggpe,but. 


fromthe hand of 19/eph, ſo.no grace to bee: had on if 


earth, but from thehand:of God:'\Wre & the God of 
| aſl Grace (as Saint Peter ttuely ftilethi/him) thete'is 
no grace whatſoever: that -is wanting in man; .but 
there is a gracious ſupply to-be-had in God, /which 


made Devid(as it were) in araptureto cry out and. 
ſay, Ohtefte and ſee how graciew the:Lord is, P ſab 


34. 8, Firſt taſte, and then ſee; ibecauſe/as a man 


can never truely tell the ſweetneſſe of Honey, till 


hee havetaſted it firſt ; ſocanheenevertruely ſee 
nor perceive, nor underſtand how gracious a God 
the God of Heavenis,till he have firſt had-a taſte of 


Gods Grace, and afiexpexience of Gods favour in 


himſelfe and for his own foule.Taft then and ſee how 
gracious the Lord 6: Graciotis in his Throne, for itis 


the Throne of Erace, Heb.4 16. gracious in his ſpirit, 


foriit is #he ſpirit of Grace, Zach, 12.10«; Gracious 
inhis Word, for it is theWordof Grace, 4:20.30. 
ind above all;. gracious in himfclfe, for Hee i the 
God of Grace : yea, tus mane jaigrroc, Thte'God of all 
Grace, 1.P4, 5; 10. And therefore doſt thoudeſice: 
wiſcdome.? Hee is the God of that Grace ; 'doſt: 
thou want patience ? hee is the God of that too 5! 


doſt thou ſtand in need of Faith, or Hope, or Chas! 


39y © he. $the God of all thele : Ob. what. a gra- 


ClQus 4; 


7 
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—— : The0releof Goa. a 
cious God doe we ſerve,and what graceleſle beaſts 

we are if wee ſerve him not, ſeeing hee hath grace. 
ſyfficient forall his ſervants? Ay Grave (faith God) 


"Inaword then, foraſmuch as all? Grace is-of 
God, that He, and none but He, hath the diſpoſall. 


and the diſpenſation of ic to whom hee pleaſeth , 


take (1 beſeech you) intoyour-confideration theſe 
I. Ne deficlas, doe not faile of its It is the Apo- 
ſtles owne caveat, Heb. 12, 5 gory oy leaf 
any man falle of the Grace of God, God for his part 
is ſo gracious, thathe denyes his graceto none, but 
offers it, and ( I may ſay) gives it to every'one that 
will but aske and accept it, as the Scripture ſaith of 
Araunah, 2 Sam. 24.23, when hee offered King = 
Devid his Oxen for a facrifice.and his threſhing in« 
ſtruments forwood to burne them ; the Textſaith, 
All theſe things did Araunah as a King give unto 
the King : whereas we know, he did not give them; 
becauſe David would not accept of them, buthis 
will was to have given them, and that the Holy 
Ghoſt accounts as a gift, and ſo recordeth ite In 
like fort, God offers his grace inthe Word and Sa- 
craments, his will is graciouſly and freely to-be- 
tow it, if finfull men were but like-minded: to re- 
ccive it, and to make themſclyes capable of ſogreat 
a mercy by defiring it, It was Gods owne propa- 


fitionto his owne Sonne, Pſ#/.2.8. peſtuls 4 me, 8c. 


defireof mee, and 1 will give thee the heathen for | 
thy inheritance. 8c. 1f hee that was ſole Heyre of 
Heavenand Earth (heres Ow afſe, as the —_ 
| D 3 | ute 


| uſed to flether) conklaneticonts mchy his * 
inheritance but by way ofpetition to debie it afore 
be had it, much more > rewibubnberenode- 2 

fire is, looke for no gift, no prayer, no grace. Wee. \ 

ſce in Bſay, God inakes a gracious promiſeto his 

people, that he would put away all their ſinnes, and + 

rakethern all into his favor, x5thoughthey had ne- 8 

ver finned 3 but marke the condition , for all theſe 
things T wil be ſight uno ( faith God.) So though 

Cofofferhis Grace to men; hee willnort. force it 

 uponthem' againſt their wills, hce will have them 

_ ſue forit, heewill have themdefire it, or they may 
chanke themſelves if they goe to hell without :, ; 
and God may: juſtly complaine of them, as David 

did of Naball, 1 Sam. 25.21: 41's in vine that 

I bave' dont for theſe men. Sceing then there is no 

backwardneſſein God to-make denial of hisgrace, 

but heis willing to beſtow.it upon all thataredeſi- 
rons to imbrace it z:-Ohbenot wanting tothy owne- 

_ #eaeficias, doc not faile of it. 


(that Grace is the Lords, no ſaperbis 
kekepio Ong 


ib£it, doe not. waive, (as/Saint 
py new 5, £44p.3.5.):doenot magnifically. 


life up. thy-ſeife above thy brethren whoſe graces - 
are-not ſo-:eminent asthine: but rather-as theeares 
of Corne, andthe boughes of agen the more they... 
are leden with fruit, t er\they hang t0 the 
canth'» ſo the more God how laden thee' with his 

aces andfavours, bethouſo muchthe more low-- 

7 inthy owne eyes ; and thinke not ſcorne to doe 
as thy God does, whothough his Glory bee above 
the ſhwvets, (faich David; Pfal, 113.6.) yet fro @ | 


I k = 
F 4.4 


_ doth age 
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TR borders 4 the Wings Wt hes 
the earth, add'ss the mote Uito@the- the-Saanelt ii 
us, the ſhorter arid leſſer' is 'the Thatlow':' ſo the 
op pip: 
he hatow _ 
fromthe: for confider Crane Apoſtle ) Ks 
haſt thes that thin haſt ##t received 2” or what is 
that thou canſtx properly call thine owne , but »er- 
ddcluw & eaters, lying 2nd finne 2 as our Savi- 
or ſaid of thedevill; 7988; when hee ſptaketh a 
lye, hee ſpeaketh $5/2 df his'owhe; God: never - 
put that into him: ſo for thy fionesthok miilt thank 
thy ſelfe, or rather indeed beſhtew and blamet o 
ſelf, forthey zrethy owne; *but' if thou-haſt any 
prace or any Yertue ini-thiee, thanke God' or-that'; 
for it is notrhinie, it is the Lords : Keinp then thou 
at but a Tributary to God, and haft nothing that 
good is, but what thou att beholding, and muſtbe - 
properdg ten Lord for i it, me  ſaperbias, bee not 
or if. 1 © 
F See ing Grace is theTvids to beſtow on (fiord 
he pleaſeth, #? invideas,” doe 'not envy it, let not 
thine eyebeevil becauſe God is good, nor thinke 
the worſeof another man becauſe Gol isbettey' to 
kitm' then unto thee: for Gods grace ishis owne, | 
he may give it towhom he will When God ſhall 
take off his grace, and of his pood Spirit (as Samw- 
e/{aid'to $«wly al give irto a NGghbour of thine - 
thatls betterthen thou: what cauſe haſt thou to 


-beenvious at this 2 and not rather to himble thy | 
ſee, 1 Ordh 
| | 5:87.) 6 
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ES :ticm Ju othy Tele unfonthyo i, 
; ere tin Gods name, and bbs partaket ja, | 
RY but inan "caſe ne Inuideas; di It; - wy 
:  4.Scell \Unte Grice probeedes from {6 holy'h 
ine 23 is the Ford,'#e"Abuteri# Akin 
bile it; doe not vitiare: nor. aine it with fins; as 
Lot entreated the men of Sidowe, Gin, 19.8." that 
they would not/abuſe-the'An nbjels/ "God; -ſeeinp 
they-were Come to ſhelter Relves att the 
ſhadow of hisroofe;*So/ let mee entreate: you allin 
rlic Naheof Clitift that you would not/abule the 
graces of God, Teeitis they ite come front Heaven | 
ſh 4H ur in*your: bteaſts and'bo- 
ſonncs'TheApoMe'ſp cakes of 1dine'(Tnd.4.) that 
Fn the prace PG God into warttorneſſe; and that's 
enqpnay; of Alch /nmic{as one ſaith fiogular- 
yi NE for 1d henot © eme'thatn eh pl Ss: pally 
eoliſhard mad © that wot ! way time; all - 
his ſtubſtarice, and all his induſtry to find out a per- 
verſe Philoſo! ophets ſtone; that ſhould turne all the 
gold it toiched, into Iead 1nd drofie 2 evenſuch are 
they that pervert the grace of God, andturne it in- 
 towantonneſle, into civiouſneſle; into all manner 
of {currility and deboiſtneſle, and never lingtill they 
have made a poyſon of an Antidote, and baned 
themſelyes with'that which" would have- beene 
their bliſſe, Lucern«De### ſpirits hominis (ſaith $4- 
lumen, Pro20.27.) The ſj fi oye 413 i the candle 
ef the Lord, it itoplyes, thata man naturally walkes 
in darkenefſe, which is full eferrour, and Ry ofter- 
rour, tab dan? 


[TE bas all Caarrtte 
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them domvenrard tur NR chantiemrgy way: "20d 
eg.-it is added 


apply and abuſe, them 
fe light. of G [3 
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Therefore as thou ondent the favour £ 
will of God, and the. eternall day hg als owne 
ſqule, deale not with the. rn of God, as lehs 
dealt with Jehorams ger 2 La and, not 
turne them behinde thee, ſerve 4- 
gainſt their ownemaſterss but abou that if 
the ſonnes of 7478b.would not endure to have their 
fiſter abuſeg-(-Gen, 24. #3.) how doſtthou thinke 
thy God'will cadureto have his grace abuſed, and 
to be proſtituted roev Ar ar e gps as B- 
Ls ld ok OY TDs ( Gen. 4 ws 22, 22. 
n8t 1 ſpeak unite you fa not 4g4infs the chi 
and ye = 0 heare.? eh my eipoty, like them, 
wonjtoribus aſpert, ſo "atbleſle and regardleſle of di- 
yine admonition ; but remember yk you have 
beeneſpoken unto, that you have beenewarned of 
God not'to linne againſt your owae ſoules'in this 
GOIN 1p: Be t.1u'd . t00+ 
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is gta Eh L <6 ur' to cheriſh! it; 26 tha 

files wordBir o{arugry 2 T3w.1.6,) to blow it 

or Rirele, up, 23 we'do adying fire, to kindle'and 
quicken it by the uſe of good meanes, but in any 


caſe, * ve abataree, abuſc it fot. 


's\ Laftly, ſeeing thouhaſtto docwith the! grace 
and favour of God, we diffides, doe not diſtruſt ic, 
doe not make an  dob or queſtion of it but it 'will 
beſtead'thee. and befriedd thee, and be firme and 
ſure'uttothee at any time of need. Itis the Apoſtles 
owne advertiſement”, 1 Per. 1. 13. iaus tnetrars, | 
truſt perfely on the'Gtace that is revealed'arid - 
brought into: 'the world do by Jelas Chriſt. -Ic is'a 
thing thata man may whole weight upon, 
and venture his while eſtate upon, and pawhe his 
life and ſoule upon, the certainety, thetruth, and 
the infallibility of Gods heavenly grace to all that 
maketheir peace, and puttheir truſt in him. Feare 
»0t Mary (faid the blefled Angel to the bleſſed Vir- 
po for thou haſt found favour with Crd : 28 if he had 


_ faid, Let them (ana that are out of Gods favour, let 
them be diſtruſtfull that arewicked and deceitfull, 
that make no conſcience of their wayes, 'byt live in 


the diſpleaſure of an angry God; paveant ili, let 
them feare; but »0// 3x, feare not thou, be thou ſicad- 
faſt & unmoveable in thy affiance to God,for why? 
inveniſti gr tian, thou haſt found favour with him, 
in-whole favour is life, and whoſe grace will 'bee 
thy guide umothe day of death. Ina word then,(to 
cloſe up this point) As I'ſaid before, fol ſay irover 


AgAINC , relies £xnlours, gre up-the loynes of your 


-mindes, 
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* indes, dent pefatly ooo 


Fe _ mearuwe: ({aith 2 Father) ſed her ng 4 


F Dv ar), Ti 


K not 1N any WAVELINE, OL. UN 
dee kot 0209 en EN Pans 7 
Statis carinis a truſtles Anchor-hold tothe - 
ſea-beaten Traveller z ror likethols deceitiull Zewer,. 
(10b.2,24.) to whom our yay! Qur durſt not:com- _ 
mit himſeclfe, to beleeve inhis ._ 


Name. Oh letnotthy heartentertain the leaſt ſul. _ 


picion,the leaſt jealoube of the faichfulneſſe and fi. 
ofthyGod ; but try him by thy -prayers,and 
bn 36 Ei adage Fatly prepenuged 
pupae ue pnig ( as St. Auſtin ſaith 
his mather Movice did, pha tw ingerebat 
tb}, Lord (faithhe) ſhee urged thee with thy own 
hand-writing ) tcll him Po hard the world 
goes with thee,. and then ſay cre God have done | 
with thee , if f thou doſt pot finde his Grace to 
beg 'fy 4 $ et As no rngabs ual in the 


all our | AOene which would 


firaRion of all our ſoules, por I 1 ry w 


wicordia Dei « Great is wal gr and .. 
whacepool 


of wy aps but greateraud deeper + 
Is. 


- Thoralewfot. 


isthe bottotnleſſeSeaof Gods Grice 2nd 
ſee that place, Rew:5.20:where Pnne abranded, "ffi 
did much wore abound: Haſt thou abundance of 
ſinnes, let not that diſhearten thee, God hath abun- 
dmceof Grace if thy finnes be great, his Grace 
r then thy ſinnes, and farre more ſufficient 
w. juſtific, than allthy finnes are to condemnethy - 
ſoule. Onely ne dts, be notthou wanting to God 
inthy prayers and fepentance, and ils Grace ſhall 
never bee wanting to thee in thy pardon'and'for- 
for Whata golden Arg is that of St. 
C ove; in we, 5m; doudiras, os vrO indupe 
20 7Thon doll'not; thov can tor © whe 
defire to have thy fines forgiven thee," as God 
york vetheeal h nag rocks 31 
I fereave thee all t cauſe bred mee, 
ag that gracious Lord on th ſer- 
vant, Mat. 18. 32.) i intimating | unto us, that if God 
doe not forgive us qur debts, if he doe not pardon 
and remit our fines ; we may thanke our ves, the 
fault is our owne, becauſe we doe not defire him, 
for if we defired him, he woulddoe it. Ina word 
then, as our Saviour asked the Cripple, Toby. 5.6. 
Wil thou be made whole * ſo, wilt thou bee made 
ro onde and fir for abſolution from God ? 
thou defite in fincerity and truth to have thy 
finnes retnitted,, and thy foule abſolved by th 
blood and death of Jeſus  Obviſts * to have all thy 
mildeeds expunged and blotted out, that they may 
be as if they x oe Then take the Pro- 
an Eſaie combo 43+ 35, 36. ) put Cod ins 
wee of theſe hinge + ho it is apregnant A 


The Oracle of God: 


Tpray.reade and remember. it.) 7 even 7am hethis i 
. bletteth ogt #hy or es for wine owne ſake, and | 


 willnot remember th 


finnes out of Gods remembrance, is to. put them 


into. his, remembrance ; the ,onely way to. make * 


% 


God forget them, is daily and. hourely to declare 
pu 


them and put him in minde of them. -If therefore 


| thoucanſt not be ſo good as thou wouldft, beenct 
aſhamed, bee not afraid to tell God howevill thou - 
art xtell him how. ungodly, how unthankfull, how 
unprofitable a ſervant thou haſt beene-unto him, / 
and defire God to mend thee, and make thee ſuch 


a one a$he would have thee : And-as o/eph of 4ri- 


mathea went to Pilate & begged the body of Jeſus; 
{a gocthou G00 000 Vonge the Spirit:of Jeſws 3 
a Supplication (which the 


evell that ſpirit of grace 4 
Prophet ſpeakes of, Zach.12.10,) which will come 


downe from heaven, ang bring/intothy foule,) firſt; 
plications to prepare thee z- ſecandly;; Grace to! 


« p ' " & # 


hell; ij 


< 


thy ſipnes.: (there's agracious pro- 
miſe 5 but marke the condition inthe next imme- I : 
diate words ) put wee in remembrance (faith-God) | 
. and L will doe it, and not otherwiſe :-for-though. - 
God remember all our fianes, and. can tell them + 
bettertkan.our owne ſoules ; yet hee doth not re- 
member them to'our comfort, butrather to-our con- * 
fuſion, .unleſſe we tell himand put him in remem. 
brance.of them : ſothat the onely way to, put our | 


fJure thee of the.free and full forgivendile of atl- 
thy finnes:, And. then ktthy firnes bee what they: 
will bee, finnes of death, finnes of blood, finnes of 
; 5 FRO canſt finde in thy heart to-pray,xGod 
e in lus heart fo pardon, for his Grece &- 


 fafficiem- : 


y he Oracle If God. & 2g 
| KEE aver, "0 Thi sthe rſt! 121004 
The! ſecondthing * wlictets the ay of 
-GollsGrace doth belong, is «tl ronſol indium 
*fort thoſe ſad and' heavy hearts that"cati no-ather © 
way bee comforted" Iſhoikd Mk For © ſaith - 
Divid7Pſal; 15:15.) forallin y comfotrs, 
ut that | ReadfoRily: Pork $f to ſexthe Eords 
proctece? in the land of theliving; (thatis)to'ſee it 
Chedyed; thcteforewereade;r Bon! 3046, 
when tie way in great difirele;"Had | neither Houſe 
' not homs to ſhelter bim,neither wife,nor child, nor 
friend to be any: comfott to him, buthis owne very | 
ſouſdiers bega 'totallee of fonin hint; They (faich | 
the Text) Dovidromfortd binſelfe'in tbE Lhd bir 
- 61d, Heatethisthotpoore diſcotifolate man, that 
KB art(as thy Saviour was faid to be) mietiures; ſadtound p 
«out 5 thou'thatlobkeſt intothy purſe,and there is. 
no comfort; money 5'gbne 3 thatlookeſt ihto- thy 
cabbord;and thiere iFtio comfort;proviſioti is goniez - 
thit lookeſt into thy” Bare and-Store-houſe, and 
there's'no'comfort;, Corne'and wares are gone; 
that-Jobkeft in thyheart; and"there” $0 comfort, 
theerfulnelſe andJoy i gone**'Then'lodke up to 
Fon thete is comfort to beehad; if i there bee 
water, itis inthe Sea; ifthere bee afy light; it 
$inthe Sun; ;f there be any c It is Po God. 
Therefore" the Apoſtle j ioftly calleth him; The Grd 
of all conſolation, 2/Cor; 1. becauſe! which all other 
comforts faile , there's comfort to bee found in 
"God, For belceve this for atruth, there is no' mans 
caſe, \60 man eſtate, ' no mans ſoule isdeſperate to 
God's bar when they are acthe loweſt ebbe; atthe 


82 pooreſt 


"on. «The Oracle of God. , 
pooreſt -atthemoſ forlorne "Y 
God pe gay dthe RR 


of," Bſig-66. Lj> 
Lap op « that fit 


ivtoe put, «wack into, comfort by Aron 
On, awordthen, foraſmuch as corplent ou 10 ] 
without repentance, nar repentance 
ed ADK Comba won clheg of hel be 8 fo 
tained wi ' +1t re F as 
ter of Calth be CG 4{e-beloughther cl father - nt )10 
wee, beleech ourihoay Heavenly Fa at ive us the 
Springs above, as well. as the 
| meanehat Ir rigwuyh | 
CBE fat trom, wg wy Þ: 
nin, Jeek elpringobf M0 and ro , 
—_ what pes ſhall have erace pom | 
i* EE nr 
0-QUr SAVIOUE, T0214 She fatinh. 
end is ſuffiecgh e314 forhough our: lintes-confound” 
us, 


"' The Orarh of God. ag: <123x. 


: jan voedcinicy condemid 16; "Loyd ſhi wie 
Y dye, andris ſufficient for Jun; 2% n YT 

os 4 Thethird's: His | \ 
| cient to core and heal dy brine 

off thoſe bodily ajlethents and irifi 

1 for ane doth indie UBj$#5 5ob 

1 bars ng and f6 oy rot; 


q _ 
Ml retus: .mprnhr oe Efay, iohs i Hofod ſs 
of flarpe;[no diſcaſe ſo ſore, 'but G0d6 grave'ls ſuffi. 
' gentto heale ft and to take It off, Law Rijere((airh 
\ God; Zxod.r5 peunls.) ? | ans thy Phyfouln, -or 1 4ms- 
+l the Lord that healerh thet'+ andif God be-the Phy- | 
(If fin; his Grace is the Phy ficke; for whoſo ei 


k- theinſtrament of our hewirli, God is theAuthout 


i MW his Grace is it that doth the cure. [Therefore in 
1 cominon ſpereh, "when any'outward malady doth | 
» detail us, whereof we know noſecdhd cauſes Wee. 
« Muſeto ſay(and wefay well)thatit Haw? by Hhe Grace 
» Grd: now if thou belecveſt that itcame by Gods | 


6 Grace, beleeve this alfothat- _ Grace it 


- Wall! (in Gody tins) Fee and re-' 

if rs ay; for (ﬆ St21idivts or rela 

* cticaſe) "Codeine. xAgora 1460, Cp. &: 6. He 

; Wefoeth wore gract; avil fhewerh mere favour, to heale- 

| © that are ficke' and brokeri in heart, than'to 

Wiceake their hearts, with: fickeneſſe that were well | 

i otwles beth are froin the ſame Er4#, but thi. - 

Fenemore eſpecially then the other. 

* Bubttien the emine point for ſitisfaRion will be - 
is: \{ceingy ir. x in the ponct of -Gods Grace to - 

cure: - 


2 _— The Ora oo "v Fe 
"T7 my 5th TT with lll. 

L. 4 and ſere lol be whole,) 

i WI 


4 


notice of their miſciics 22" he beſt anſoees 3p 
give, is that of our Saviour to-his Mother, 7obn 219 i. 
Nondum welt hrs, My. honre %s nt yercowes) x | 
you muſt conceive there; aratw kindes of howes, 
wee have our houre, apr God hath his Houres A 
ſoone as wee beginita ficken,that-wee feele bat ath 
paine, or .ande the want of apyeale; then'is ow 
houreto be healed, then doe wee cry aut, as tisfit 
we.ſhould;' Have mercy upon mee, O:Lord, d fort 
weake, Lord heale ee for my bunes are vexed,Þſal:6, 

2. But God hath another houre, and that you ſhall 
finde, 2 Chrew, 7.14. When my people humble them. 
ſelves, and pray gov, ſeeke my fact, and terne fron 
thelr.wick gs (that is, whenthey are bettergl 
and amended by my aMfi&ions) Thrw (faith God) 
will I heare iu heaven, and. have mercy ae of 
and bedletheir hand. God compla in charge 
ple in many. places; ;that theix. heart $ were 

tat, that they would not ſee with their eyes ,0at > 

heare; with.their.caxes,, nogunderſtand with 

hearts, Ne conperranter ut ſancm, Mat. i 3. _ K 
they ſhould -heconyerted, and I ſhould heale them, 
So that che time of our converſion is Gods helling 
time ; Firſt, labour to be ;cotverted,and then looke | 
to be healed, and not. before.. So 4&s 3; 19: Rejen 


46g be he eopoered, that your fiunes may beblened bo. 
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The Oracle of God...  3v 


"and then Cand never til} then) looke for a Tempur 
* refrieertl, atime of refreſhing froin the preſence of 
- the Lord. *'Weread, Numb;x2.t4 When Myrians 
- was ſtrucken with leprofie,” Moſes was importunate 


with "Ggd to heale preſently out of hand; Heale hey 
mw, 0 Lord, Tibeſeech thee, Heale her vow, No 
(faith God) I will not heale her yet, ſhce ſhall ſtay 


' thetime that I have determined upon her, for if her 


Father had but ſpit in her face, ſhould ſhe not have 
beene aſhamed and kept in for ſeven dayes,8c. So 
perſwade your ſelves of this, that there isa agtcovic 


an «: gran time that God hath ſet downe with 
himſe 


Ife in heaven, when and wherein his mercy 


ſhall appeare on earth for our recovery ; and till 
thattime we mnſt wait, (as Dav/dſaith, P/al, 123. 


2.) 45 the eyes of a ſervant wait on the hand of their 


maſters, and theeyes of a maydenon the band of her 


miſtreſſe, ſo doe our eyes waite upon the Lord onr God, 
until that he have mercy upon ws,  Marke that ſame 
donee wiſereratur, ' untill hee have mercy : that is,: 
though God ſhew thee not mercy, this day, nor ts 
morroxy, nor the next day, may bee, not till along 
timeafter ; yet. let not thy heart be diſmayed, bur 
ktthy ſoule truely waitupon God, untill hee ſhew 
thee mercy, let him ſhew it when he will. In the 
meane time know , . thou art under the hands of a 
wiſe and gracious God , who meaſures every 
dram of ſorrow that thon feeleft,who will not only 


be about thy bed, but will ever make all thy bed in 


thy ſickneſle, and will fo-eſtablifh and under- prop 
thee with his Grace ; that though thy body lye'1n 
paine, thy ſoule ſhall lye at caſes though thy wy 
DOE LETE F WAarC 


34 T he Oracle of God. ; 
ward man conſume and melt away for very heavi-. 
neſſe, yet that ſame Interior cords bomo , ( as Saint 
Peter ſpeakes ) the inner man of thy heart ſhall bee” 
ſo ſt1engthned with might, and armed with pati- / 
ence, and guarded with peace,that neither paines of IU 
death, nor the powers of Hell ſhall ever be able to 
 prevaile againſt thee. In a word, if ever it ſhall 
pleaſe God to caſt thee downe upon that ſame, Le-. 
Gum leangurrss, that bed of languiſhing, which De- 
vid ſpeakes of, Pſal, 41. 4: ( for that wee all muſt 
make account of ) though we now lic and laze upon 
our beds, the time may come that wee ſhall lye and 
layguiſhon our beds ; wiſhing (as they did in Dex+ 
tcronomy,) when *cis morning, would God it were 
evening, and when 'tis evening, would Godit were 
morning.” It ever ſuch a dolefull time ſhould hap» 
pen to thee, Ipray God of his mercy looke gract 

. ouſly upon; thee, and ſay unto thy bleeding foule, 
as he did once to that forlorne Infant, Zzech.,x6.6; 
| Dixi in ſanguinibus, &c. when thou waſt in thy. 
blood, I ſaid unto thee, lives yea, aid utito thee, 
when thou waſt in thy blood, /ve; if God doe 
but ſay, thou fhalt /ive; though thon wert in thy 
blood, though thou wert in thy-grave, his Word 
ſhall fctch thee, for his Grace' (1t itſtand withhis 
glory) is ſufficientto heale thee. 7 
4. The laſt and chicteſt thing whereunto the 
Grace of God, and nothing elſe but Gods Grace; 
is ſufficient, is Ad ſalyvardem, to ſave the ſoule of 
eyery one that hath it. The Apoſtle calls-it, The 
Grace that bringeth ſalvatien,(; aus conauG Tits 


Po 


17.) for as the wickednefle of man h de- 
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| firudion, ſo the Grace of God brinpeth ſalvation 
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 pares ſalvation for ns: ſo both wayes *cis our 


toevery ſoulc that entertaines it, Saint Paul is di- 


'' reR, Epbeſ. 2.5. By Grace yee are ſaved; whether 


it bee meant of the Grace of God within us, whick 
our Saviour compares to Salt , Art. 9. 50. (He- 


bete ſalem in wb, 6, have Salt in your ſelves, 
and peace with one another ) becauſe as Salt pre- 


ſerves the fiefh, ſo doth Grace preſerve the ſpirit 
from corruption and rottenneſle in finne: or whe- 


ther it bee meant of the Grace of God that is over 


and aboye us, 1 meane, his fayour and loving kind- 
neſſe which lightneth upon us frem Heaven ; (as 
we pray in our Liturgie, let thy mercy lighten up- 
on us, as our truſt is 1nthee,) Take it either way, 
i holds good and true ; for by the one we are pre- 
pared for ſalvation, by the other ſalvation is pre- 
pared for us ; the Grace of God within us prepares 
us for ſalvation 5 the Grace of God over us pe 
4 
pineſſe, By Grace 18 bee ſaved, It was Gods 1 
cifull promiſe, De?. 11.12. Mine eyes ſhall bee upon 


this Land from the beginning of the yeare, tothe end 


thereof 5 Such is Gods goodnefle where hee be- 


 ſtowes his Grace, fuch a care hath God of their 
f{oules;that his cic is uponthem from the beginning 


of their converſion, to the end of their ſalvation: 
and as bis eye 1s upon them to watch over them, 
{a his hand is with them to conduR them in the 


right way ofpleafing God, and of ſaving their own 


ſoules, Dewi.33-3. AR bis Saints areinihy hand: 


35a Father leads his childe, ſo doth God lead his 
Saints by his Grace, and by © ak Spirit, mw 
| "2 


26, _ The0rath of God, 
all things prejudiciall;)to-all things profitable, to . 
his ferviceand their-owne ſalvation. (To conclude 
this point): becauſe (as the Schoolemen ſay well): 
Ad fingulos afins deſiderator Gratia,, a man hath 
neede-of. Grace. to cvery-acion-that, hee takes in 
hand; and that he can doe nothing well withoutits | 
let us all deſire of God (as it is in the Colle) That 
hy ſpectall Grace may cvermore prevent and follow ws, 
fxft,that God would prevent us with his Grace, to 
put into our hearts, good 'mations, good thoughts, 
and good deſires ; and ſecondly,that it may follow. 
ps too, (as the water of the, Rocke followed the. 
Campe of the [ſaclites tothe Land of Promile , 
1 Con. 10; 4.) ſoithat Gods Grace. may follow, 
accompany , and goe alorg with us in this world g 
and never leave; us, never forſake us till it-hath. 
brought.us to the end of our Faith, which js the ſal-. 
vation of our ſoules, ,accordingto that, Pſal. 109. 
ult, Domini: ad dexiram, &c..the. Lord. is at the 
rioht hand.of the povre, toſave him from all them 
that.would"condemne his ſoule, where note that 
hee, doth not. {ay.; the, Lord is, at. their left. hand. 
(which-is.as,I gay terme it). the lazy hand, to ſave, 
men in;their negligent and idle courſes:z But he. is: 
at their. right hand (which.is the, working hand) to: 
fave allzhemthat workfor their {alyation,and cares, 
fully -uſe-the meancs to fave; thawſelyes.::which, 
thing if thou make a conſcience to.dac, thoughthy; 
ſinges and thy enemies ſhould confpireto. condemn, 
thee, . Thy, God and his Grace will. be ſufficientta. 
ſayethee, :; 2.0]. .o6Ffa 2d ebro! itil a8 
- And ſoat length, Iam ne bod ea and, 
2 | ONg- 
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le onclerf Cod. $7 

i] g-dcfi red partf my Text; which containes the 
oh ication' &* all-in pattitular, which hath beene 
ſpoken and ddlivercd iti generall;drawne out of the 
word (vol) My grace & ſufficient for thee, ſo that, as. 
it is faid of our Saviour, Ar. 1: 45. "that his Do 
Qrine was ſo punQuall, and clapt-fo cloſe tothe 
- conſciencesofhis Auditors, 'that thePhariſesknew 
he meant them #' So by thattinie Thave donewith! 
my Text, (neither willI beclong in doing i it) truſt - 
you ſhall perceive that Gods meaning was toyou, 
when he ſpaketo Saint Pae?, and. told him that His 
Grace # ſs len for bis, + 

Briefly thenyſec what Panlwas and hay what thou 

att; if your caſe be the ſame; your comfort'is the 
| ſime ; for God i$no accepter of perſons: hls _e 
js as ſofficient for the one; 25 for theother,” Palos: 

-1. Saint Pas was Homoin Ghrifto, te'wasaman 
in Chriſt), as-you may'ſee by the ſecond verſe of 
this chapter ( Fkntw a mani ChHtf, Hal af takty' - 

a foto t he third Heavew';) *Attth luc #o6flc e:T 
meatie , art thou tegenerte and! !Become a new 
creature ? (for he that isin Chriſt ia: new creatute. | 
+ ox 2 ) doft thou daily teriewehy Nance 
and renew thy obedience; ; and fenev 
devotion to: God © Andis it 1 gk et! 
thit ſo mych ofthe old leaven, 
Rena | Aill'in thy heats: 4 
cripture 't9: thy "comfort; ind*afſae"thy(Celfe';; 
ei es thy conſcience difejti eehee; Dods Ore" 
will be ſufficient fot thee: contrarily, "f thou beeft- 
anold weather-beaten finnet,a6ld truſty Urankard, = 


ſweater, aid Yiat adeſe it wltiy ad gatheteft 
F3 fine 


J\ 
fruption 


i be oher bthis holy 


[LR likeancldtree cr fend chei oth 
1 muſt ſay unto thee (as Peter ſaid to Simon Magus, 
48.8.) bon haſt neicher part bor portion in this. 
priviledge ; thouartnot a man in Chrift; and con» 
ſequent] canſt claime no intereſt in the Grace and 
— God. g 
 . 2+ Saint Pawl was Homo inCruce, a manupen " | 
 crofle, Gal. 2.20. I am crucified with Chriſt; and. 
elſewhere, Coleſ.2.24-1 fill upthar which is behind 
of the ſufferings of Chriſt in.my fleſh; whereupon 
(faith a Father) quid deeſt paſctont Chriſt, wiſe ut ui 
fumilia alamer what? is, or what can be wanting (0 
the ſufferings of Chriſt, but that as he tooke up his 
Croſle, ſo wee take up ours and follow him : 

Ve portaniibus erucems, &+ now ſequentibus Chriftum, 
wocto them that are crucified, = not with Sy 
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quality , that the cold: of ix will ſtrike from the 
ns hooke 


hookto the line, from the line tothe gonad, fromthe 
poad tothe arme, fromthe are tothe body of the 
ſher;and ſo benum him, 8take away al uſe and fee: 
ling of his limbes : His meaning is,that he was none Il | 
of thoſe idle-dronies, that by their 1azinefſe add | 
tewdneſſe doceventhill, and benuraie, and'deat 
the charity-of Wedtep » eee ; but as he'la- 
boured inpreaching, 16 hiee wrought in his calling 
tooz and pur himſelfe to any paines, tatherthen bee 
chargeable or-burthenſometo any friend or ſtran- 
get catid by'this meanes it came to paſſe, that what 
he watited at hone; he folindit abroad 3-and Gods 
prace that-was with him did ever ſupply him with 
that which was enough and ſufficient for him. Is 
it ſo with thee * Thouthat art a poore mian;art thou! 
alſo an induſtrious anda painfull man ? that as 7acob 
got the bleſſing inthe garment of Eſas, which ſig- 
nifieth,YForking; fo doſt thouwork and take paines 
to pet the'blefling of thy"God'? doſt thou labour” 
with thy hands the thing that is good , that thon 
mayeſt rather bee charitable, then chargeable to 
him that needeth 2 and will not thy honeſt labour 
maintaine thee, nor- ſuffice the charge that daily 
lyes upon thee © -Take comfort by this Text" that. 
now is taught thee, and let not thy wants 
nor" thy- neceſſities diſmay thee , ' for"there is a || 
- God abovethat hath:ſufficient for thee; contrarily, 
if thou-beeſt one that'live in'pleafare* ( as Saint 
Pal (aith of that widdow.,-7a% 710m, foe was dead 
even while ſhe lied”) one that: ſpendeſt thy time in 
this world, no- otherwiſe then that Zeviathen doth 
inthe'Sea, onely by taking thy paſtime therein; or 
us like 


— 
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 Theorateof rd. © a 
likethoſeLyllies thatour Saviour ſprakes, that nei- - 
ther labour.nor ſpin, but onely make a faire ſhew as 
long as it will hold : Then as Zhu ſaid to-Zorans, 


Y 7hat eace 7. ſo may Iiſayto thee, Wha Grace 2 or 
what.favaur. canſt thou-looke tor atithe, hands of 


God? facts ane nn ff 1 nd 
+4» Saint Pan! was Hem 1 arumnu,; a man full 
of cares." doe not meane 'ot. carnall or 'wotdly 


- cares, or ſuch: as Martha's were, for the things of 


this life; for theſe he;had caſt upon God,: and had 
lurned in' whatſever.eſtate- he. was therewith: to. bee 
gntens ; but I meane of ſpirituall; divine, religious 
cares, for the health and welfare of the-ſoule, ſuch 
% he commends in the Corinthians,-:2 Cor,7. 11. 
35. being. the-firſt fruits of Grace: and-goxly. ſorrow 
(mol wel, FF hat cartfulneſſe it hath wrought in 
you) how much it wrought in them, 1 know not.s 


but ſure I am, it wrought in hima maryellous and 
manifold care, and that of the better kinde-: -firſt, 


an immediate care for himſclfe, and his own ſoule, 
ht after het had preached unto others, himſelfe ſhould 


: £4 caſt-away, 1 Cor:9.27.lecondly,a charitableand 


thata Catholicke-and univerſall care for all Chur-' 
ches and Chriſtian ſoules under:theicope of heaven; 
2 Cor. 11.28. Now aliter in eccleſias quantumwis reny-. 
tas affetFus ,'quam ſrillas humerus geſtares (as Bows, 


 faid of Calvin) lee was.noileflerenderly affected 
for thoſe Churches that wereremoteandfarre off- 


than if hee had borne them upon his owne ſhoul-. 
ders,and carried them(as Nurſes dotheir-Babes)in : 
his owne boſome, Bur his third and moſt eſpeciall 


cate was for the ſoules and ſaving health of his {s- 


*  Sheoraderf cud.” 


ule chilarew(28 he calls them, Gal.4.20,) 0fwhom by 
gravelled in birth tif Chriſt was formed in them. Hig 
care was greater for them, than either for himſclfe, 
ot any others; and he gives his reaſon ;r} imygrwar is 
54, for (ſaith he) I favd'in dovbs of yew. Good Pu iN 
rents the more they love their children, the more 
they ſtand-in doubt of them, leaſt they ſhould fall Þ 
to.any defeRion, or decline to any corruption, of 
come to any diſafter when they themſelves are 
dead and. pone. "This made Saint PaxHin ſuch per-: 
nes) fr them ; «nd yet werethey but his ſpiritu- 
all children; what carethen(may we thinke) would 
he have taken for them, if they had beene his na- 
eurall childrento0s then might he juſtly have uſed © 
Har word;and faid imyrua., 1 59 in doubt of you: for 
ing in Greeke fignifieth both d#bius and pauper, 
deubtfull and poote ; for none have ſo triuch reaſon 
to bee doubrfull of their childrens welfare as they 
that: are” pootreft- and have .Jeaſt to leave them, 
They ty juſtly feare ( as the. woman of Tekoab 
faid' to Dawid, 2 Saw. 14. 7.) ft their coals 
thould be quienehed : ( for ſo ſhee calls her childs i 
| hercoale; for as coales-either warme or burne, as 
they are uſed, ſo doe children either comfort of 
crofle their paredts-as-they prove) now when 4 
poore man ſhall'dye and-leave his coales, I meane 
ins Orphans behinde him: ſuch is the-wortd, that 
where: you fliall light of one goed body that will 
bee a meanes to cherith-and maintaine.and - keepe 
them alive, there be twenty tothat one ſo unchiiſti- 
anly and uncharitably minded, tharthey care not. 
bow they uſe them , yea. thovgh they quench and'}ſ 


cruſh, « 
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eruſh, and putthem cleane' ont, And hence tome 
of tender-hearted Parents for their Children. 


'Haſt thou therefore many little ones, and littleto 


"ave them? anddoth thy heart even yearne with 


-care and feare fo fore-thinke wharſhall betide 


them, when thou by death art faken from then £ T 
will give thee the-ſame counſell that I defire of 
God to ry Ames and that's this, Cognoviſt 
Gratizms Del, (faith our Apoſtle, Gelofe, 1.6.) Thou 
4noweſt the Grace of God : thou knoweſt thatto 
bee a ſure ſtay when all other props and ſtayes ar 
done away : That Anchor wilthold when all other 
tackling breakes : Make tryall ofthat, 7s 
-Doe by thy Children as Saint Pes/ did by his 
brethren, 4#s 20. 32. Commend them 14 God, and 
i the word of has Grace s Lay thera downe: at the 
-feet of -Jeſus Chrift, as they in the Primitive 
Church, laid downe their money at the feet of the 
Apoſtles; deſire God to bee their-Father, Chrift 
tobe their Guardian, the Holy Gboſt to bee their 
Guides. and when thou haſt doneſo,then as David 
faith, P/al, 116, 7. Revertere 4d requiews, Returne 
mto thy reft, O my ſoule, then ſettle and aſſure and 
reſolve thy ſelfe, that Heayen ſhall want mercy, 
and.carth meanes, before any of thoſe that are un- 
der Gods-proteRion and patronage ſhall wane 
maintenance. Never bee in doubt what fball be- 
come of them, knowing that Hi Grace # ſufficient 
fo them, | 

'Tmight adde hereunto many particulars z as that 
Saint Pay! was how OE: of A 
: G2 ' CRE 


"1#4-.  Theoracleof God,” © iz 
- the Grace of God unlooſed them all : that he way 
Homo: in neceſsitatibus ,-a man in wants , . but the 
Grace of God ſupplyed them all: that he. was Ho-' 
m8 iu pericnlis;. a man in many perills anddangers, 
. 'bur bythe Grace of God he eſcaped them all : that 
ke was Homotnientationibus, a man mightily trow 
bled with temptations, but by the Grace of Gag 
he overcamethem all: AY theſe I purpoſely overſlip 
(which'perhaps might comply with many:a mang 
'condition, and conduceto-his comfort}buttherels 
-. onebchind that is of greater value thanall the reſt 
;- - thatS. Paul was, as I pray God of his mercy make 

 meand thee, and every Chriſtian ſoule to be. -- 
5, HomvinCaleflibus,a man of an heavenly dil 
_ poſition ; though his bodily abode was upon catth, 
vet his marn3ce, -his ſoules commerce,. and-conyet: 
ſation was in heaven; Ph1l.:3. 20; no marvell then, 
that being-ſo muchr acquainted with God, as hee 
was;andſo'converſant in heaven; which is Green 
_ Gratiz, thelap and boſome of Grace z it, as tis ſaid 
of-Saint 7oh72 that leaning inthe boſome of Chriſt, 
i6thence ſuckt out his heavenly knowledge 3. $9 
St..Paul being {ot intimate; and ſo entite with God 
who is the God of all Grace ( whatever elſe-hee 
waned )* could: not- poſſibly want Grace ſut- 
ficient for him.-.Ina word then: Is it ſo with thee 
though ina farre inferiourdegree? Artthou, as © 
very good Chriftian is; and ought to be 5opyimaing 
a Cirizenof Heaven 2 Doſt: thou account that thy 
home, and this but the place of thy pilgrimage for 
atime * and as our Saviour ſet his face to goe to'Je- 
Yuſaters; Luke 9.5.1, Doſt thou ſet thy face.to go to 

= | Re Heaven? 


heaven? doth thy heart ſtand Heaven-ward ? Art 


"The Oracle of Grd, 4 


e | thou bound for that coaſt ? (as Paul went bound in 


'Þ theſpiritto Jeruſalem, 4.20.) I meane, doſt thou. 
\Þ {et thy affeRions upon things above, upon God 


and his Grace 2 and not on things below, upon the 
world and her goods which drowne mens ſoules in 
perdition 2 Art thou one of that ſame Generis 4qui- 
lis: , of that Eagle kinde, whereof our Saviour 


ſpeakes, Mat. 24: (where the body &, thither will the 


Eazles reſort che body of thy Saviour thou knoweſt 
is in Heaven, and doth thy ſoule reſort often thi- 
ther? doſt thou wiſh (as Macarize did) fra rants 
i Jv ov» T3 tug » that thy ſoule might goe up into 
heaven with thy prayers, and there abide for ever 
with God 2 Then, what Nath» ſaid to David in 3 
caſe of conviction, I dare apply to thee ina caſe of 
comfort ;- Thou art the man whom God dclighteth 
to fayour : and therefore as the Patriarchs are ſaid 
Heb.1 T1. dondtuy, EVEN tO kiſſe and embrace the pro- 
miſes of Chriſt : ſo dee thouevenclaſpe and hugge - 
this promiſe of Grace to thy ſelfe , and let neither 
thy wants, nor thy weakneſſes, diſmay thee, for 
both in life and death thou ſhalt finde Gods Grace 
to bee ſufficient for thee, which God of his mercy 


grant unto us all, 8:C. Amen, 
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